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Zeon endorses the Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative’s position paper on amendments to REACH 

proposed by the German Federal Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
 
Zeon Corporation (Zeon; head office: Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo; President and CEO: Tetsuya Toyoshima) has been working with external 
organizations to promote public acceptance of carbon nanotubes (CNTs). 
 
In January 2026, the Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative (NBCI) issued a position paper in response to the proposal by 
the Federal Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (BAuA) of Germany. BAuA has proposed the uniform grouping of fibrous 
substances based on the WHO’s definition of fibrous substances* for the assessment of regulatory restrictions and risks of 
fibrous substances. However, NBCI points out that, since CNTs exhibit significant physicochemical diversity, regulating them 
solely based on shape and size lacks scientific justification. Given that CNTs are an indispensable material for a broad range of 
industries, the paper also expresses concern that such regulations may prevent European citizens and the global community 
from fully benefiting from the many advantages of CNTs. In view of these considerations, NBCI strongly calls for continued 
discussions grounded in scientific evidence. 
 
Zeon fully endorses this position paper and is helping to disseminate it. 
 
■ Position paper issued by the Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative 
English version 
 
Japanese version 
 
 
*The World Health Organization (WHO) defines substances consisting of fibers longer than 5 µm with a diameter less than 3 µm 
and an aspect ratio greater than 3:1 as WHO fibers. 
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https://www.nbci.jp/topics/public/doc/20260122_NBCIPositionStatementonREACHRegulationofCarbonNanotubes%EF%BC%88January222026%EF%BC%89.pdf
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https://reg34.smp.ne.jp/regist/is?SMPFORM=ohki-lfmdqe-e08e8379b8c346d25bcfad7a9de0b629

